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Benefits of Standards Benefits of Standards --InteroperabilityInteroperability

How can your computer at 
home “talk” to your friends’ 
computer or the computer 
halfway round the world?

Why your Fujitsu computer, 
Hewlett Packard printer, and 
Microsoft mouse all work 
together?



Business of Standards Business of Standards –– GSM StoryGSM Story

• Started out as finding how to 
create a Pan-European system 
for mobile communications

• GSM standardization led to 
creation of numerous products 
and value-adding services

• Patents in GSM standards
• Royalties, e.g. handset
• Technology alliances



Value of Standards Value of Standards -- MP3 EverywhereMP3 Everywhere

• Started as a research project by 

Fraunhofer Institute

• Became international standard in 

1993

• Distribution of music over the internet

• MP3 software and devices 

everywhere e.g mobile phones

• Fraunhofer earned million euros in 

royalties from licensing



Can We Make A Difference In Can We Make A Difference In 
Standards Making?Standards Making?

Influence international standardisation of 
new technologies

Have our IPs of our technologies embedded 
in international standards
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IT Standards CommitteeIT Standards Committee
-- What We DoWhat We Do

Develop 
Singapore 
Standards

Develop 
international 
standards

Standards 
education & 
awareness

Interoperability 
testing

Standards 
adoption IT Standards IT Standards 

CommitteeCommittee
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Have Great Day AheadHave Great Day Ahead


